Core Values Underlying the MATUL

The following is a basis for developing core values in each school: 

· This is a program in a relatively new field of social movement leadership with significant emphasis on to leadership of new religious movements (NERMS).  It aims to train leaders who evidence potential to catalyze or strengthen redemptive movements, through church-planting, transformational development, economic discipleship, coalition-building, and creative problem-solving.

· Urban poor locus: Learning is located among the urban poor and serves emergent apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, pastor-teacher, diaconal leaders (often in NGO’s) and leaders in societal structures or professional roles.  Student learning involves the holistic empowerment of the urban poor rather than merely providing professional credentials. 

· Leadership development: Following Jesus model, students’ leadership, character and managerial capacities are developed through mentoring under educators and experienced church-planters, business people, spiritual mentors, and mentors in specialist areas.
· Action and practice-oriented: theoretical study is integrated with experience-based learning so that students don’t merely learn about urban poor realities, but are directly engaged with urban communities through each of their courses. Most courses follow an action-reflection model.
· Students see the expansion of the Reign of God over all of life as primary, with solutions to issues of poverty as some of the holistic and derivative effects of the power of the preached word, the work of the Holy Spirit and the formation of faith communities among the poor.  They also grasp the dynamics of his reign through “non-religious” societal structures.   

· Conversational theology: Following Jesus and Freire’s models, students build theology from the stories of the poor, as these engage the stories of the scriptures, resulting in transformational conversations.  Local theologies from among the poor result.  The locus of the power of knowledge is sustained as the knowledge of those among the poor, but from this vantage they also critically engage the literature of the academe and the elites who reflect on how to change the poor and poverty aided by social analysis.
· Incarnational lifestyle: Rather than being sequestered in an academic compound, students learn to enter the pain and problems of the urban poor, in identification with them in their experiences of suffering and oppression, bringing the hope of Christ.

· Character outcomes are critical across the degree, along with skills or knowledge.  These come from mastery of an urban spirituality, a depth of walking with the Holy Spirit. 

· Dual Level Linguistic Delivery: Local language usage is important. Ideally, courses will be delivered in the language of the literature, but be interfaced with local language needs of urban poor workers. Equivalent written work in either language will be valued equally.  
